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done at Brigham and Women’s Hospital
because he preferred their operating
room. And when the hospital refused to
take Mike because he was underage
and underweight, Gene went before the
hospital board to get permission.

The day of the operation, the proce-
dure took much longer than the family
expected. But at 7 o’clock, Gene
Rossitch came out to tell them every-
thing had gone perfectly. Gene also
told the family that the x rays had not
shown how serious the problem had
been and how glad he was that he had
performed the operation before leaving
on vacation. Mrs. O’Loughlin says, ‘‘I
absolutely believe Gene Rossitch saved
Mike’s life.’’

A few days later, Gene’s last heroic
act was to save his own son from
drowning in choppy ocean waters near
Ft. Lauderdale. I find Gene’s last, he-
roic act a fitting one because Gene
Rossitch’s lifwork had been saving the
lives of others.

And since his death, his colleagues
have seen fit to honor the life and work
of Gene Rossitch. The Humane Society
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
has honored Gene with their silver
medal and has donated $2,500 toward a
children’s fund named in honor of Dr.
Rossitch that has been established at
Brigham and Children’s Hospital. On
June 27, there will be a dedication of
the Eugene Rossitch, Jr., M.D. Resi-
dents’ Library at the Brigham and
Children’s Hospital in Boston, MA. And
finally, on November 22, the Duke Med-
ical Alumni Association will honor
Gene Rossitch by posthumously award-
ing him its Humanitarian Award.

Literally thousands of people enjoy
more fulfilling lives because they were
touched by the life of Gene Rossitch.
And on this Father’s Day, I will join
Gene’s family, his colleagues, his pa-
tients, and his community in thanking
God that I was fortunate enough to
come into contact with the remarkable
life of Dr. Gene Rossitch, Jr.
f
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DOLE LEAVING THE SCENE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAW). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of May 12, 1995, the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. DURBIN] is recognized
during morning business for 5 minutes.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, today is
the day of the ‘‘great escape.’’ The pre-
sumptive Republican Presidential
nominee, ROBERT DOLE, is leaving the
U.S. Senate after 35 years of service on
Capitol Hill.

As a loyal Democrat, let me first sa-
lute Mr. DOLE. His service to his coun-
try, both in World War II and since, has
been exemplary. He has been a legisla-
tive leader, one that is virtually unpar-
alleled in terms of his own party’s lead-
ership, and he has been at the table
when many of the most important leg-
islative achievements of the last sev-
eral generations have been enacted,
and I salute him for that.

But I certainly do understand why he
wants to escape from the 104th Con-
gress, the Congress which the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. GINGRICH]
called his ‘‘revolution.’’

Take a look at what Mr. DOLE is
leaving behind as he leaves Washing-
ton, DC. First, the failure of this 104th
Republican Congress to enact meaning-
ful health insurance reform. Families
that I speak to across the State of Illi-
nois and around the country are justifi-
ably concerned about the availability
and cost of health insurance. There is a
bipartisan bill, the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum bill, that is languishing now be-
tween the House and the Senate wait-
ing for enactment. Mr. DOLE will be
leaving Washington without the enact-
ment of this important health insur-
ance reform legislation to help work-
ing families.

Second, Mr. DOLE is leaving town
without a minimum-wage increase.
That is something that is long overdue.
Fortunately, 30 or 40 Republicans
broke from Speaker GINGRICH here in
the House of Representatives and
joined the Democrats in passing mini-
mum-wage increase legislation just a
few weeks ago, but Mr. DOLE will be
leaving town without this bill being en-
acted into law.

He came into Chicago a few weeks
ago and took off his tie, and put on a
sports coat and said, ‘‘I’m just a plain
individual out here running for Presi-
dent, just one of the people.’’ I hope he
gets a chance in that capacity to meet
some minimum-wage workers, and I
hope they get a chance to ask Mr. DOLE
why he left town without helping them
and their families cope with the in-
creasing cost of raising their families
and providing for a sound future.

He will be leaving town without a
balanced budget, and that is something
which could have been achieved with
bipartisan cooperation.

Mr. DOLE will be leaving Washington
without this 104th Congress having
acted to expand access to educational
opportunity. Instead, the Gingrich-
Dole agenda cut back on college stu-
dent loans for kids from working fami-
lies. I do not understand that. I would
not be standing here today if it were
not for a college student loan through
the Federal Government. My story has
been repeated millions of times over in
the United States: kids from working
families who could not afford college
tuition turn to the Government for a
helping hand. Instead of providing that
hand, the Gingrich-Dole Congress has
basically cut off educational oppor-
tunity for so many kids, not only at
the college level but also at the lower
levels.

There has been no real welfare re-
form when there should have been. We
ought to be able to agree that this wel-
fare system can be reformed meaning-
fully, that we can, in fact, have provi-
sions that are tough on work but not
tough on kids, and unfortunately the
Gingrich-Dole proposal was not one
that really would reform welfare and

help people come off of welfare and be-
come taxpayers.

There are no tax cuts for working
families that Mr. DOLE can point to
from the 104th Congress. The Gingrich-
Dole Republicans have wanted to make
tax cuts for the wealthy, to cut Medi-
care to come up with money to give to
wealthy individuals.

But what the President has proposed
is much more sensible: Let us give
working families a helping hand to pay
for the college education of their kids.
Now, that is something that families
all over America can identify with.
People, when they have a new baby in
the family, go over and greet the new
baby and congratulate the new parents,
and after a few minutes inevitably the
conversation turns to, well, we better
start saving some money for this little
boy or this little girl and their college
education.

President Clinton has a proposal to
give working families a helping hand, a
tax deduction or a tax credit to pay for
college education expenses. Mr. GING-
RICH and Mr. DOLE will hear nothing of
this, and, as a consequence, Mr. DOLE
will leave Washington without having
done anything in the 104th Congress to
help expand that opportunity.

There have been no improvements in
pension security. A lot of workers
across America are paying into pension
funds wondering if the time comes
when they retire that the money will
be there. The gentleman from Georgia
[GINGRICH] has provided in his own bill
opportunities for corporations to raid
these pension funds. The people that I
speak to, the workers I speak to, want
security in those pension funds. It is a
shame that Mr. DOLE is leaving Wash-
ington without the 104th Congress hav-
ing addressed that.

And, finally, no improvements in en-
vironmental protection. In fact, the
Republican budget that Mr. GINGRICH
and Mr. DOLE worked on would cut the
number of Superfund sites that will be
eradicated in this country.

It is understandable that Mr. DOLE is
leaving Washington. Certainly we can
understand why a presidential can-
didate would want to leave the scene of
this political accident known as the
104th Congress.
f

IT IS TIME TO FACE OUR REAL
PROBLEMS IN THIS COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. MICA] is recognized during morn-
ing business for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, I picked up this morning’s
newspaper with dismay and read about
the President of the United States
traveling across the country. I guess he
was in Las Vegas yesterday looking for
answers to some of the problems facing
our Nation. In particular he said he is
obsessed with the juvenile crime prob-
lems. So he is wandering around the
country trying to find out what has
caused juvenile crime.
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